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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Have only one Thing to 
deſire of the Reader, Not 
that be would like and ap- 
prove of theſe Reflections; 
bus that he will not ſuffer 
himſelf to diſlike or con- 
demn them, till be has put 
his Arguments into Form, 
and knows bow many Do- 
trines of Scripture he can 
bring againſt thoſe Things that I have aſſerted. So 
far as he can ſbew that I have reaſoned wrong, or 
miſtook the Doctrine of Scripture, ſo far he has a 
Right to cenſure. But general Diſlikes are mere 
Tempers, as blind as Paſſions, and are always the 
ſrrongeſt where Reaſons are moſt wanted. If People 
will-diſlike. becauſe they will, and condemn Hoctrines, 
enly becauſe it ſuits better with their Tempers and 
Practices, than to conſider and underſtand them to 
be true; they att by the ſame Spirit of Popery, as is 


moſs remarkable in the loweſt Bi ots, who are reſo- 


tute in à general Diſlike of all Proteſtant Doctrines, 


without ſuffer ing themſelves to conſider and m—— 
upon what Truth they are founded. 
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The ENTERTAINMENT" of 
the STAGE, it à corrupt 5 


J ul Entertainment, Orc 


_ 2 h HAVE: he you «le 
(1 where, chat the reading 


M88 | dangerous and Gnful Eu- 
5 cl) 2 * tertainment, that corrupts 
EQ our'Hearts, and ſeparates 
the Holy Spirit from us. 
You will now perhaps ask 
mme, if it is unlawful for a 

0 ina to S0 the Play-honſe. I anſwer, that 


it ĩs abſolely / unlawful, As .unlayvful, - 28 for 4 


Curiſtian.to he a. Deaukaraor a Glutton, or, to Curſe 
0nd Swear, This I-thinkcwill be caliy pro- d. 

S- Fox: us conſider the Doctrine of Aeg 
*c are abſolntely forbid nll. carrupt Communication, 
and for this i TE Boaſeps Ware at 4 ic mes 


=” 4 4 # CHE: 


"If 0 


| of Plays, or «any, orher* 


* - 


JJC 
and ſeparates the Hely Spe from us. Is it un- Seri 
lawiul therefore to have any corrupt Communication ente 
ol our own? And can we think it * to go t mig 
Places ſet apart for that Purpoſe ? 10 give our in 


Maney, and hire Perſons to corrupt our Hearts with new. 
ill Diſcourſes, and inflame all the diſorderly Paſſions I 2! 


of our Nature? We' have the Authority of Scrip- . 
ture to affirm, That evil Communication corrupts n 
good Manners ; and that unedifying Diſcourſes grieve e, 
the Holy Spirit. Now the third Commandment is and 
not more plain and expreſs againſt Swearing: than 
this Doctrine is..plain and poſitive againſt going to 
the Play-bouſe. If you ſhould ſee Keen, that ac- 

knowledges the third Commandment to be a Divine 
Prohibition againſt Swearing, yet going to a Houſe, 
and giving his Money to Perſons, who were there 
met, to Curſe and Swear in fine Language, and in- 
vent mufical Oaths and Imprecations, would you not 
think him Mad in the higheſt Degree > Now con- 
| ſider, whether there be a leſs Degree of Madneſs in 
going to the Play-houſe. You own, that God has 
called you to a great Purity of Converſation, that 

you are forbid all fooliſh Diſcourſe, and filthy Jeſt- 
ings, as exprelly, as you are forbid Suearing; that 
you are to let no corrupt Communication proceed out 
of your Mouth, but ſuch as is good for the Uſe of 
edifying ; and yet you go to the Houſe" fet apart for 
corrupt Communications, you hire Perſons to enter- 
tain you with all manner of Ribbaldry, ' Prophansſs, 
Rant, and Impurity of Diſcourſe ; who are to pre- 
ſent you with vile Thoughts, and /ewd Imaginati- 
ons in fine Language, 'ahd to make wicked, vain, 
and impure Diſcourſe, more lively and affecting 
than you could poſſibly have it in any ill Company: 
Now, is not this finning with as high a Hand, af 


— N 


Scripture, as if you was to give your Money to be 
—.— with. muſical Oaths | ind. Curſes ® You 
might reaſonably think that Voman very ridiculous 
in her Piety, that durſt hot Swear herſelf, but ſhould 
nevertheleſs frequent Places to hear Oaths, But you 
may as juſtly think her very ridiculous in her Mode- 
fy, who, tho ſhe dares not to ſay, or look, or do 
an immodeſt Thing her ſelf, ſhall yet give her Mo- 
ney, to ſee Nomen forget the Modeſty of their Sex, 
and talk impudently in a publick Play-houſe. If the 
Play-houſe was fill'd with Rakes and ill Women, 
there would be nothing to be wondet'd at in ſuch an 
Aſſembly ; for ſuch Perſons to be delighted with 
ſuch Entertainments, is as natural, as for any A. 
nimal to delight in its Element. But for Per- 
ſons who profeſs Purity and Holineſs, who would 
not Be ſuſpected of Immodeſty or corrupt Commumica- 
tion, for them to come under the Roof of a Horſe 
devoted to ſuch ill Purpoſes, and be pleas'd Specta- 
tors of ſuch Actions and Diſcourſes, as are the Plea- 
ſure of the moſt abanden'd Perſons ; for them to 
give their Money to be thus entertain'd, is ſuch a 
Contradiction to all Fiety and common Senſe, as 

cannot be ſufficiently expes d. 
AG Alx, when you ſee the Players acting with 
Life and Spirit, Men and Women equally bold in all 
Inſtances of Prophaneſs, Paſſion, and Immodeſty, I 
dare ſay, you never ſuſpect any of them to be Per- 
ſons of Ebriſtian Piety. You can't even in your I- 
magination join Piety to ſuch Manners, and ſack a 
Way of Life. Your Mind will no more allow you 
to join Piety with the Behaviour of the Hage, than 
it will allow you to think 7wo and to to be ten. 
And perhaps you had rather ſce your Son chain“ 
| to 


18 groſly offending againſt the plain Doctrines e 


* , 
—— ——- . r 


| Pleaſures of the; World:" Let this therefore be an- 


E 
co a/ Gale), or your Daughter driving Plow chan 


_ their Bread on the Sage, by adniniſting; in 
feandalous a Manner to the Vices and corrugt 


ther Argument to prove the alſolurs Uniawfwines, of 
— ou For conſider with your ek, ig clic, 
Buſineſs of Players ſo conrrary: to Piety, fo inconſiſ- 
tent with che Spirit and Temper ol a true: Chxiſt ian 
that. it-is next to a Contradiction to ſuppoſa _ 
united-?- He then can you take your ſelf to be 
Innocent, who delight in their Sins, and hire them 
to commiu ther Lou may make your ſelf a Pars 
taker ot other Men's Sins, by Negligence, and fon 
wan of reproving them 3 but Certainly, if you ſtand 
by, and aſſiſt Men im their Exil. Actions, if you 
make their Vices yout Pleaſure and Entertainmantz 
and pay your Money to bo: ſo cmerHAined,, you 
make. your ſelf a- Fartaker of their Sins in a ery; 
high — And. conſequently. it muſt bey,as un- 
lawiul to go to a Play, as it is unlawful, to ap- 
prove, encourage, - iſt, and reward a Man far re 
nounging a Chriſtian Lite, Let -thereſqxe enery, Man 
or Woman that goes to -a Play, Ask themſelpes this 
Quecſtion, Wester it ſuits nh their ane to 
act the Parts that are there; actod.? Perhaps. ch 
would think thisax inęonſiſtent with! chat. Degpes 4 
Picty- that theyprofeſs, as todo the a OY Things 
But: let them conſider, that it muſt beja wicked. and 
unlaw zul Pleaſure, to delight im any Thing; that) they 
dare not do themſelves. Let. them als conſiderz 
that they are really acting thaſo· ludecencies,; and 
Impieties chemſelves, Which they; think is the pas- 
ticular Guilt of tlie Plaperg. For a Perſon: may ve- 
ry juſtly be {aig to doi chat bimſelf, Which he; aut 
for the doing, and which..is dene for his, Pleakyre, 


— — 


12 — 


fiſt 1 e W an "Mani 
n br TRE other Witkedpeb. 

To When 1 tonfider 1 and th 
Matter K Dive Hrbier, Mat it eonfiſts of holy 
n = &s, and ExHottariofis tb Fiery, thete 
is Re 
ura! Means of en atid Rel and 
tendering Men devout ing Fey, of Argos "ani 
God. THE very Natute bf Divine Aienibiies, Ns 
carried of; kits this direct Tendeney. 1 ak yo 


Cos sib therefcfe the” Play —_ 
Matter of the Etrertatrimient there; as 35 
Love intretguet, blaſpbewwous Paſſions, Frophdte Diſ⸗ 


conrſos, Deſeriptions, furby Feſts, and alt the 
molt extra 


Perfons of both Sexes; heatin aid inſlaming one 
| another With all the N untonbe,s of Addreſs, the In- 
Modeſty of Motion, and Leude of Thought, that 
Wir cart wert; cottlider, 1 fay, whether it be riot 
80 that a Houſe ſo employed, is.-#3 certainly 

crving the Cauſe of Timotabry and Vice, as the 
Houſe 6f God is ſervintz the Cauſe of Pichy p For 
hat is threte in dur Chureh-Bervite, thar ſhows it 
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ink, that che Houſe of God is a n 


og Ratit of wanton; vile; ptofligate . 
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| (20: } 
20 bo g. to Piety and Holinds? What i 3 os 
Divine Worſhip. to correct and amend, t tue —— 
bat what is directly contrary, to all La ed is doing i 
the Play-louſe? So that one may lam 
Aſſuranae affirm, that the, Play-bouſe, — Ke when 
ſome very prophane Play i id on the Stage, bur j in its 
daily, common Entertainment, is as certainly the 
Houſe of the Devil, as the Church .is the Houſe of | 
Cod. For though the. Devil, be not profeſſedly- Wor- 
ſhipped by Hymns directed to him, yet maſt that is 
there Sung is to his Service, he is there -obeyed and 
pleaſed in as certain a Manner, as God is Wy 
ped and-Honoured in the Chur. 
Lou muſt eaſily ſee, that this Charge againſt the 
Play-houſe, is not the Effect of any particular Lem 
per, or Weakneſs of Mind, that it is not an uncer- 
tain Conjecture, or religious. Whimſy, but is a Judg- 
ment founded as plainly in the Nature and. Reger othe 
of Things, as when it is affirmed that the Houſe of L 
God.is of Service to Religion. And he that abſolute- I ther 
ly condemns the Play-houſe, as wicked and corrupt- 80. 
ing, proceeds upon as much Truth and, Certainty, I am 
as he that abſolutely commends the Hos of. God, as bin 
Holy, and tending to promote Piety. 
Wr therefore any one pretends to vindicate ſoug 
the Stage to you, as a Proper ertainment for holy I ther 
and religious. Perfons, you ought to reject the At- Stag 
tempt with as much 3 as of he . ſhould I 4777 
offer to ſhew you, that our Churc h- Service was right- | WI. 
ly formed for thoſe Perſons to join in, who are de- tic 
voted to the. Devil. For to talk of the Lawfulneſs I whe 
and Uſefulneſs of the Stage is fully as abſurd, as N 
contrary to the plain Nature of Things, as to talk of A cis 
the Uniawfulneſs and Miſchief of the Service of the © wn 


Church. He therefore chat tells * you may 28 0 
ſafel I Ok: 


4 6! 10 


afely 3 Play-bouſe — * innocent; uſclſu 
Entertainment oß your Mind, commits the — 
Offence, againſt common Senſe, as if he ſhould tell 
you,- thabit was dan to attend at Divine Ser- 
vice, and that itPrayers Og wage gies Yew 
intions of th MI... wo 2: I Lg] 

Fox the Matter and Manner of Stage-entertaius. 
ments, is as undeniable a Proof,” and as obvious to 
common Senſe, that the Houſe belongs to the Devil, 
and is the Place of his Honour, as the Matter and 
Manner of Church-Sereice owes that the Place: bs. 
appropriated co Gods y 3% 1 

OBSERVE: therefore; chav! a you: Aut 0 want 
the Aſſiſtance of any one, to fhew you the Le fmlnzſs 
and Advantage of Divine Service, becauſe the I 
is plain, and ebe for itſelf, 80 neither, on the 
other Hand, need you any one to ſhew. you the 
Uslawfulneſs and Miſchief of the Stage, becauſe 
there the Thing is cqually plain, and ſpeak for itſelf,” 
So that you are te conſider your ſelf, as having the 
lame Aſſurance that the Hage is wicked, and to be 
bliorred and avoided by. all Chriſtians, as you have 
that the Service of the Church is Holy, and to be 
fought after by all Lovers ot Holineſs. Conſider 
therctore, that your Conduct, with Relation to the: 
Gage," is not a Matter of Nitety or ſerupulous Ex- 
atireſs, but hat you are as cettain that you do 
Wrong in as notorious a Manner, when you go to 
tne Play- bouſe, as you are certain that you do Right, 


hen you go to urch. 


No w it is af mighty Uſe to conceive Things in 
1 right Manner, and to ſee them as they are in their 
own Nature. While you conſider the Play-boyſe, 
as only a Place of Diverſion, it may perhaps give nag 
Oſfence to your Mind: There is nothing ting in 
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the Thougks-of It a bug if Neu- wach tlay-abde this: i vic 
Name 9e{4t Kors hie und conſider u in ats o and 
Nature; M it rally is, yeu will fied that you are s I anc 
much dose br yow ron, che. Naar hoe, as, ven 
only a. PE,,jd Ni worin cangent world be, if you io 
conſidered the Houle of God only.þg. a Place of La. 


WA UN, thoreſore vom are tempied toga o a Plas, 
either from ont O · loglfdtion, . the: Dchre of a 
Friend, fame wife you, was AKed in plain Terms a 


SSS 8 


ge: to t Plarc:ofithe- Devil's Abode; where he holdy 
his filthy Court of evil Spirits; that you Was asked to 
jom in am Eutenainment, where be. was at. the Head P! 
of it, whete the whole, of it was:in order ta his Glory, N the 
that Nien's Hearts and: Minds. might be. ſcparated MW in 
from God; and plunged into all the2gllutions;of Sin th: 


and Erutality. Fancy that you was going to a Place 
that · as certainly belongs to cha Devil, as the Heathen 


Templos of ald, here Bnues Wer worſhipped lex 
where wanton Hymygs- were Sung to:Jeuvs, and th 
drynken, Songs to the God of Mio. Fancy. that you: WM © 
was as certainly going to the Devil's Triumph, a3 

il you was going to thoſe o Sports, where People ¶ pe 
committed Murder, and offered Chriſtians to be th 
deyoured by will Braſts, tor the Diverſion! of Specta- Ml lai 
tors. Now whilſt your conſider the Pia bouſe in C 
Play, than you. can expreily renounge your Oſt | 


_ „ e 10 %% 4:07. 28 we- (id n 
ONSIDER therefore now, that vou have n i w 
been irighting your {ef with growgdle/s Imaginations, ¶ ce 
but that what you haye here fancied of the Pley-bouſe WM P 
is as ſtrictly true, as if you had been fancying: that Ml ar 
when you go to Church, you go into che Hauſe of to 
God, where the heavenly Hoſt attend upon his Set- Wl &: 


vice; 


\ 


= _ of 
"FE 


W 
de] aud dat when -you therd real the Scripfnres, 
and ſing haly Praiſes, - you join with the Quires gDνε 
and do God's Will en Barth as it is done in lege 
ven, For ohſerve, I pray you, how: juſtly chat Qpt- 
nion. of the Play-houſt is founded. Far, was db f 
oy and Delight to the Devil to ſee Idols aun d, 
0 ſee Hymns and: Adoratians offer d up to imphfg 
and filthy Daities ? Were Places and Fsſtiyals ap- 
—.— devoted to the Devil 3 Now give che RH 
: why all this was juſtly reckoned a Service v0 
Devil, and you wil gie as good n Reaſon, why-the 
Play-howſe is ta be eltramed his Tbmple. For, what 
though Hymns and Adorations a nor Offered: £9 
impure and filthy Deities, yet if; Anpuri and, NU. 
thineſs is there the Hutertammumont, if immodelt | - 
— Rant, if Luſt and Haſſion entertahi | 
udience, the Buſmeſs is the ſame, and the Al 
ſerably does: the ſume Honour: ta the Devil, though 
they are not gathered together in the Name of jorge 
e Cod. qe aut Tow * 1 3 by; 
o Impurity and Prophaneſs,” in Worſhipt 
pers of the trut God, is ag avceptable æ Servica $8 
the Devil, as Impurity and in any Lade. 
laters, ancl perliaps à len Soug in an Aflembly of 
Chriſtians gives him greater Delight, than iſ it had 
bern ſung in a Congregation of Met hene 
Ix therefore we may juſtiy day,” that w Horſe. or 
Fiival was the Devil's broaule he was da gftod 
with it, becanſe what: was thete dome, was, au 40 
ceptable Service to him, we may be aſſured that the 
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ſe I Plzr-boyfe is as really the Hole a the Devil, as 
y ovher Hduſe lever was. Nay, it is: renſonable 
do tlink: chat the Play-lonſet id this Kingdom: ane a 
* Scater Pleaſure! to him thaw any Tbnpie ls ever had 
's | x 


4 


| ©. 58 
in the Heathen World. For ＋ it * a greater Conqueſt thi 
to make the Diſciples of Chriſt. delight in 'Lewg- I mc 
neſs and Prophaneſs, than ignorant Icathens, ſo a 

Houfe, that in the Midſt of Chriftian Churches, be 
trains up Chriſtians in Lewdneſs and Prophaneſs;, | 25 


that makes the Worſhippers ot Chrift flock together I thi 
in Crowds to re joice in an Entertainment, that is as wh 
contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt, as Hell is contrary I to 
to Heaven, a Houſe fo employed may juſtly be N. 
reckoned a more delightful Habitarion of the Devil, 
than any Temple in the Heathen World. When I th: 
— 2 b to the Play-houſe, you have as vi 
much Aſſurance, that you go to the Devil's s peculiar you 
Habitat ion, that you bt to his Deſigns, and me 
rejoice in his Niverſions, (which are his beſt Devices wi 
againſt Chriſtianity) you have as muſt Aſſurance of the 
this, as that they who worſhipped filthy an an) 
were in reality Worſhippers of the Devil. He 
Ag AN, Conſider thoſe od Sports and Diver- 80 
fons, where Chriſtians were ſometimes thrown to IM to: 
wild Beaſts, conſider why ſuch Sports might well I as 
be looked upon as the Devil's Triumph. -'1 ſuppoſe ane 
you are at no Stand yith your felt, whether you ji do 
ſhould impute ſuch Entertainments to the Devil. m 
Conſider therefore, why you ſhould not as readily N li 
allow the Stage to be his Entertainment. He 
F ok was it a. Delight to the Devil to ſee Hca- Wa 
thens ſporting with the bodily Death of Chriftians? WW . 
And mult it not be a greater Delight to him to fee I > 
Chriſtians ſporting themſclves in the Death of rhei 2 * 
Souls? M 
Tus Heathensicoukd only kill: the Body; 210 H. 
ſeparate it from. the Soul, but theſe Chriſt ian- Di 2 


verſions murder the Soul, and ſeparate it from God: 
I dare fay, no Arguments conld convince you, that 
| i 


| 


Mr 


— N 


. rr 


it was Jawful to las ch Spar, which were 


thus defiled with human Blood then pray re- 

member, that it il the Death of the Soul be a 
ta Cruelty 7 as the Death of the Body, if it 

3 dreadful for a Soul to be ſeparated fo God, 


25 to be ſeparated from the Body, you ought to : 


think it as entirely unlawful to enter that Houſe, 
where ſo many eternal Lives are ſacrificed, or ever 


to partake of thoſe Diverſions which ſeparate ſuck 


Nahas of Souls from God. 


HN CB it appears, that if inſtead of conſidexing 


the Play-houſe, as only a Place of Diverſion, you 
will but examine. what Materials it is made of; i 

you will but conſider: the Nature of the Entertain 
ment, and what is there doing, you will find it as 
wicked a Place, as ſinful a Diverſion, and as truly 
the peculiar Pleaſure and Triumph of the Devil, as 
any wicked Place, or ſinful Diverſion, in 'the 


Heathen World. When therefore you are ask d to 


go to a Play, don't think that you are ack d only 
to go to a Diverſion, but be aſſured that you are 
ask d to yield to the Devil, to go over to his Party, 
and to make one of his Congregation; that if you 
do go, you have not only the Guilt of buying ſo 
much vain and corrupt Communication, but are 
alſo as certainly guilty of going to the Devil's 
Houſe, and doing him the ſame Honour, as if you 
was to partake of ſome Heathen Feſtival. 

YT ov muſt conſider, that all the Laughter there, 
is not enly vain and fooliſh, but that it is a Laugh- 


ter amongſt Devils, that you arc upon prophane 


oo, and hearing Muſick in the very Porchi of 
ell, 


2 it is in the Reaſon of the Thing, and if 
we ſhould now conſider the Stare of cur Fer 


- 
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It being 58 urinete to tell the Reader that bi 
Fay Hout is in Fact the — Cortuption and Du 
baulchery, that it is the Rendetvoure of thi 
meu pröfligate Perſons 6 Both Sexes, that it cot 
s the Air, and tutus the adjacent Platts intb 
ick Nalantes; this is as unfleteſſity, as tb tel 
is 4 Place f rehab 


fin, that the Been 
Nowl it is to be obſttyed, that this is not the 
Stare of the. Phay-bouſe, thtiigh any ati, 


Abiſc,38 ay ittaccent ot goodThirig mag be uled; 
but that C6ttuptioti and Detach: "Th th tritly 
nartrdl and geftume Effects of the #4 . Here 
Ment. Let nöt tlierefore atiy one ſay, That he is not 
AnlWeräble fot BY Vices and Debavchetics, which MW a: 
Ate octaſicfitd by the Play⸗hobſe, för (o far A lie pat: . 
takes of the Pleaſure of rhe Stag re, and is 40 k. a 

courapet of it, ſo far he fs ehartjenble with thoſt Ml th 
Diſorders Which nedeſſarily ate eccaſtonèd by it. 

If Evil atifes from doing our Duty, or our At- ¶ or 
tendance at at ane u, we are to fiot to de Not 
Frigkted at it if Evil Alles from khing " . 
T6 nafural and enmuine Effect, in alt Caſts, Ml : 

fo far as we cont! K to rhe the Oi fo fat we make P.. 
our ſelves 1 y of the So thit all who Wl 6: 
any way affiſt the P. Fug er evef efifoutt 

f Preſence, male thetilcivex chargeabte iti e of 
rom 


rec, with af fhe Fvits ald Vices Whith" fottow cei 
it. Since thierefote ſt catifiot be dodbird by MN: 

any one, Fhetfier the Pay- Bom be a Nurfery 
Vice and Debauchery, ſince the evil Effects it has 
n People's Manneéfs, is às viſible as the Sun at 
Noon, ons would imagine, that att Pedpteof by Pa 


5 
and Modeſty, ſhould not only avoid it, but avoid 
it with the utmoſt Abhorrence; that they ſhould 
be ſo far from entering into it, that they ſhould de- 
eſt the very Sight of it. For what a Contradiction 
is it to common Senſe, to hear a Woman lamenting 
the miſerable Lewdneſs and Debauchery of the Age, 
the vicious Taſte, and irregular Pleaſures of the 
World, and at the ſame time dreſſing her ſelf to 
mect the lewdeſt Part of the World, at the Fountain- 
Head of all Lewdneſs, and making her ſelf one of 
that Crowd, where every abandon'd Wretch is 
lad to be preſent 3 She may fancy that ſhe hates and 
abominates their Vices, but ſhe may depend upon it, 
that till ſhe hates and abominates the Place of vi- 
cious Pleaſures, till ſhe dare not come near an Enter- 
tainment which is rhe Cauſe of ſo great Debauchery, 
and the Pleaſure of the moſt debauched People, till 
ſac is thus diſpoſed, ſhe wants the trucſk Sign of 


tne Age. 

For, to wave all other Conſiderations, I would 
only ask her a Queſtion or two on the ſingle Article 
of Modeſty. What is Modeſty ? Is it a little me- 
chanical outfide Behaviour, chat goes no farther than 
2 tew Forms and Modes at particular Times and 
Places? Or is it a real Temper, a rational Niſpc- 


Now if Modeſty is only a mechanical Obſervance 
or a little — Behaviour, then I can cafily per- 
ceire how a modeſt Woman may frequent Pays; 
dere is no Inconſiſtency for ſuch a one to be one 
Thing in one Place, and another in ancther Place, 
to Ciſdain an immodeſt Converſation, and yet at the 
tame time reliſh and delight in immodeſt and in- 
pacent Speeches in A publick Play-bouſe; But if 

C Me- 


. =» i 


1. 


a rcal and Religious Abhotrence of the Vices of | 


tion of the Heart, that is founded in Religion? 


"4 , 
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18 
Modeſty is a real Temper nd Diſpoſition of the 
Heart, that is iounded in the Principles ot Religion, 
then I conicls, I cannot comprehend how a Perſon 
of ſuch Modeſty, ſhould ever come twice into a Play- 
houſe. For it it is Reaſcn and Religion that has in- 
ſpired her with a Modeſt Heart, that makes her 
eareful of her Behaviour, that makes her hate and 


abhore every Word, or Lock, or Hint, in Conver- 


ſation, that has the Appcarance of Lewdncſs, that 
makes her ſhun the Company of ſuch as talk wich to 
much Freedom; it ſhe is thus medeſt in common 
Life, from a Principle of Religion, a Temper of 
Ecatt, is it pefſible tor ſuch a one (I don't ſay to 
ſeck) but to bear with the Immodeſty and Impu- 
dence of the Sage? For muſt nor Immodeſty and 
Impudence, mutt not lcoſe and wanton Dilcourſe 
be the fame hateful Things, and give the ſame 


Offence to a modeſt Mind, in one Place, as in ano- 


ther? And muſt not that Place, which is the 
Seat of Immodeſty, where Men and Women are 
trained up in Lew dneſs, where almoſt every Day 
in the Year, is a Day devoted to the Fooliſh Re- 
preſentations ot Rant, Lyft, and Paſſion; muſt not 
ſuch a Place, of all others, be the moſt odious to 
a Mind that is truly Modeſt upon Principles of Rea- 


ſou aud Religion? One would ſuppoſe, that ſuch 


a Perſon ſhould as much abcminate the Place, as any 


other filthy Sight, and be as much oftended with 


an Invitaticn to it, as it ſhe was invited to ſee an im- 


modeſt Picture. For the Repreſentations of the Stage, i 


the inflamed Paſſions of Lovers there deſcribed, are 
as groſs an Offence to the Ear, as any Repreſenta- 
tion that can offend the Eye. 

Ir ought not to be concluded, that becauſe | 


afhrm the Play-houſe to be an Entertaiment contra 
to 


| + : 
ro Modeſty, that therefore J accuſe all People as void 


J of Modeſty, who ever go to it. I might affirm, 
h that Tranſubſtantiation is contrary to all Senſe and 
I Reaſon ; but then it would be a wrong Concluſion 


to ſay, that 1 affirmed that all who believe it are 
void of all Senſe and Reaſon. Now as Prejudices, 

the Force of Education, the Authority of Numbers, 
6 the Way of World, the Example of great Names, 
may make People believe, ſo the ſame Cauſes may 
make People act againſt al Senſe and Reaſon, and 
be guilty ot Practices which no more ſuit with the 
WM 24 of their Religion, than Tranſubſtantiation a- 
, grees with common Senſe. | 


1 excating her {elf for going to the Play houſe, that 
0 ſh: went but ſeldom, and chen in Comp ny of her 
1 Mather and her Aunt, that they always knew their 
T Play before hand, and never went on the Sacrament- 


i | ek. And what Harm, pray, ſays ſhe, can there 
be in this? It breaks in upon no Rules of my 


T Lite, I neglect no Part of my Duty, I go to Church, 
a and perform the ſame Devotions at Home, as on 
deer Days. It ought to be obſerved, that this 
1 Excaſe can only be allowed where the Diwerſion it 
F {elf is innocent; it muſt therefore be firſt conſidered, 
pF what the Entertainment is in it (elf, whether it be 
x ſujtable to the Spirit and Temper of Religion; for 
5 it is right and proper in it ſelf it needs no Excuſe ; 
41 but if it be wrong and dangerous to Religion, we 


are not to uſe it cautiouſly, but avoid it conſtantly. 
Seconaly, Ir is no Proof of the Innocency of a 
Thing, that it docs not incerfere with our Hours of 
Dey, nor break the Regularity of our Lives, tor 
very wicked Ways of ſpending Time, may yet be 
don ſiltent with a regular Diſtribution of our Hours, 
| KM She 


To procced. I once heard a young Lady thus 


| 20 

She muſt therefore conſider, not only whether ſuch 
a Diverſion hinders the Regularity of her Life, or 
breaks in upon her Devotions, publick or private, 
but whether it hinders or any way affects that Spirit 
and Temper,which all her Devot ions aſpire after. Is 
it conformable to that Heavenly Affection, that 
Love of God, that Purity ef Heart, that Wiſdem 
of Mind, that Perie&zon ot Holineſs, that Contempt 
of che World, that Watchfulneſs and Seltdenial, 
that Humility and Fear of Sin 2 Is it conformable 
to theſe Graces, which are to be the daily Subjef! of 
all her Prayers 'j his is the only Way fot her to 
know the Jnnocency of going to Play. If what 
ſhe there hicars and ſees, has no Contrariety to any 
Graces or Virtves which ſhe prays for, it all that 
there paſſes be fit ſor the Purity and Piety ot one 
that 1s led by the Spirit of Chriſt, ard is working 
out her Salvation th Fear and Trembling, it the 
Hage be an Entertainment, that may be thought 
according to the Wül o? God, then ſhe diſpoſes 
of an Hour very innocently, tho' her Mother or 
her Aunt were not with her. Pur if the ccntrary 
to all this be true, it moſt of wliat ſhe there hears 
and ſees, be as contrary to the Piety and Purity of 
Chriſtianity, as Feaſting 1s contrary to Faſting ; ' 
the Houſe which ſhe ſupports by her Meney, and 
encourages by her Preſence, be a notorious Means 
ot Corruption, viſibly carrying on the Cauſe of Vice 
and Dc:bauchery, ſhe mult not then think her (elf ex 
cus'd tor being with her Mother. 

* Thirdly, T ms ſame Perſon would perhaps think 
it ſtrange to hear one of her virtuous Acquaintaacc, 
giving the like Excuſe for going now and then to 4 
Ma queraae. | | | 
3 | Now 


. 

Now this Diverſion is new in our Country, and 
therefore \People judge of it in the Manner that 
becauſe they are not blinded by Uſe 
but let any one give but the true Rea- 
erſon of Virtue and Piety ſhould not 
ive into Mech Entertainments, and the ſame Rea- 
ſons will ſhew, that a Perſon of ſtrict Piety, ſhould 
keep at as great a Diſtance from the Play-houſe. For 
the Entertainment of the Stage is as directly oppo- 
ite to the Purity of Religion, and is as much the 
natural Means of Corruption, and ſerves all bad | 
Ends in as high a Manner as Maſquerades, they | 
ouly differ, as bad Things of the ſame kind may | 
diger from one another. So that if the evil Uſe, 
the i Conſequences of Maſquerades ; be a ſufficient | 
Reaſon to deter People of Piety, from partaking of = 
mem, the ſame evil Uſe and ill Conſequences of the . 
age, ought to keep all People of Virtue from it. | 
if People will conſult their Temper only, they may 
take the Entertainment of one, and condemn the o- | 
ther, as following the fame Guide, they may abhor i 'Þ 
\ /-temperance, and indulge Malice; but if they will 
lat Religion, and make that the Ground of 
bar Opinions, they would find as ſtrong Reaſons 
for a conſtant Abhorrence of the Stage, as of Maſ- 


N zucrades. 
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Is FARTHER, She that is for going only to the Fa] 
c Pl; -Houſe now and then, with this Care and Diſ- = 
cin, does not ſeem to have enough conſider d the = 


latter, or to act by Reaſon ; for it the Stage be an 
in10cent and proper Entertainment, if in its own 
cc, i ature it be as harmleſs and uſcful, as Walking, 

Riding, Taking the Air, or Conwerſing with vir- 
uus People, it this be the Nature of it, then there 
no Need of this Care and Abſtinence, a virtuoas 


Lady 


22 
Lady need not excuſe herſelf, that ſhe goes but very 
ſeldom. But it it be the very Reverſe of all this, if 
it be that Fountain of Corruption and Debauchery, 
which has bcen obſerv'd, then to go to it at any 
Time admits of no Excuſe, but is as abſurd, as con- 
trary to Reaſon and Religion, as to do any other 
il Thing with the ſame Care and Diſcretion. If 
you ſhould hear a Perſon excuſing her Uſe of Paint 
in this Manner, that truly ſhe painted but very ſel- 
dom, that ſhe always ſaid her Prayers firſt, that ſhe 
never us'd it on Sundays, or the Week before the 
Communion, would you not pity ſuch a Mixture of 
Religion and Weakneſs? Would you not deſire 
her to uſe her Reaſon, and either allow painting to 
be an innocent Ornament, ſuitable to the Sobriety 
and Humility of a Chriſtian, or elſe to think it as 
unlawtul at one Time as at another? Would you 
not think it ſtrange that ſhe ſhould condemn painting 
as odious and ſinful, and yet think, that the Regu- 
larity of her Lite, the Exa&neſs of her Devotions, 
and her Obſervance of Religion, might make it lau- 
ful for her to paint now and then? I don't doubt, 
but you plainly ſee the Weakneſs and Folly of fuch 
a Pretence for painting under ſuch Rules at certain 
Times. And it you would but as impartially con- 
ſider your Pretences for going ſometimes to the 
Play-houſe, you would certainly find them equally 
Weak and Unreaſonable. For Painting may with 
more Reaſon be reckon'd an innocent Ornament, that 
the Play-houſe an innocent Diverſion ; and it ſuppo- 
ſes a greater Vanity of Mind, a more perverted 
Judgment, and a deeper Corruption of Heart, ts 


ſeek the Diverſion of the Stage, than to take tie 
Pleaſure of a borrow'd Colour. 
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know you are offended at this Compariſon, hes 


eauſe you judge by your Temper and Prejudices, and 
don't coniider the 1 rings, as they are in themſelves, 
by tne pure Light of Reaſon and Religion, Pain- 


ting nas not been the Way of your Family, it is 


ſuppoſed to be the Practice but of very few, and 
thole who uſe it, endeavour to conceal it, this 
makes you readily condemn it; on the contrary, 


vour Mother and your Aunt carry you to a Play, 


you ſee virtuous People there, and the ſame Perſons 
that fill our Churches, ſo that your Temper is as 
much engag'd to think it lawful to go ſomerimes to 
a Play, as it is engag'd to think the Uſe of Paint 
odious and ſinful. Lay afide therefore theſe Preju- 
dices for a while, fancy that you had been train'd 
up in ſome Corner of the World, in the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, and had never heard either of the Play- 
houſe or Painting. Imagine now that you was to 
amine the Lawfulneſs of them by the Doctrines of 
Scripture. Lou would firſt deſire to be told the Na- 
ture of theſe Things, and what they meant. They 
would tell you that painting was the borrowing of 


| Colours from Art, to make the Face look more 


beautiful. Now tho' you found no expreſs Text of 
Scripture againſt painting, you would tind, that ir 
was expreſly againſt Tempers requir'd in Scripture ; 
yon would therefore condemn it, as proceeding from 
a Vanity of Mind, a Fondneſs of Beauty; you would 
te that the Harm of painting conſiſted in this, that 
it proceeded from a Temper of Mind, contrary to 


W the Sriety and Humility of a Chriſtian, which in- 


decd is Harm enough, becauſe this Humility and 
Hhrtety of Mind is as eſſential to Religion, as Cha- 
ity aud Devotion. So that in judging according 
© Scriptuxe, you would hold it as unreaſonable to 

| paint 
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e 
paint ſometimes, as to be ſometimes malicious, in- 
devout, proud, or Falſe. 
' You are now to conſider the Stage, you are to 
keep cloſe to Scripture, and fancy that you yet know 
nothing of Plays. You ask therelore firſt what the 
Stage or Play-houfe is. You are told that it is 4 
Place where all Sorts of People meet to be entertain- 
ed with Diſcourſes, Actions, and Repreſentations, 
which are recommended to the Heart, by beautiful 
Scenes, the Splendor ot Lights, and the Harmony of 
Muſick. You are told, that theſe Diſcourſes arc 
the Inventions of Men of Wit and Imagination, 
which deſcribe imaginary Intrigues and Scenes 
Love, and introduce Men and Ii omen diſcourſing, 
raving, and acting in all the wild, indecent Trans- 
ports of Luſt and Paſſion. You are told that the Di- 
verſion partly conſiſts of lewd and prophane Songs, 
ſung to fine Muſick, aud partly of extravagant Dia- 
logues berween immodeſt Perſons, talking in a Stile 
of Love and Madneſs, that is no where elſe to be 
found, and entertaining the Chriſtian Audience, with 
all the the Violence ot Paſſion, Corruptton of Heart, 
Wantonneſs of Mind, Immodeſty of Thought, and 
prophane ſeſts, that the Wit of the Poet is able to 
invent. You are told, that the Players, Men and 
Women, are trained up to act and repreſent all 
the Deſcriptions of Luſt and Paſſion in the /zvelef 
Manner, to add a Lewdneſs of Action to leud 
Speeches; that they get their Livelihood, by ' Cur/- 
ing, Swearing, and Ranting, for three Hours to- 
gether to an Aſſembly of CHriſtians. | 
Nov though you find no particular Text of 
Scripture condemning the Stage, or Tragedy, or Co- 
nedy, in expreſs Words, yct, what is much more, 
you find that ſuch Entertainments are a groſs Con- 
tradiction 


1 = | 
tradition to the whole Nate of Religion. They 
are not contrary to this or that particular Temper, 
but are contrary to that whole Turn of Heart and 
Mind which Religion requires. Painting is con- 
trary to Humility, and therefore is always to be a- 
yoided as ſinful. But the Entertainment of the 
Lage, as it conſiſts of blaſpbemous Expreſſions,wick- 
„ e Speeches, Swearing, - Curſing, and Prophaning 
| WW th: Name of God, as it abounds with impious Rant, 
f Wl its Jeſts, diſtracted Paſſions, groſs Deſcriptions of 
IL, and wanton Songs, is a Contradiction to every 
„ WM Dofrine that our Saviour and his Apoſtles have 
f WW taught us. So that to abhor Painting at all Times, 
„ becauſe it ſuppoſes a Vanity of Mind, and is con- | 
tary to Humility, and yet think there is a lawful | 


. Time to $9 to the Play-honſe, is as contrary to com- | 
„ mon Sente, as if a Man ſhould hold that it was | 
- WW {2win! ſometimes to offend againſt all the Doffrines | 


le of Religion, and yer always unlawful to offend * a+ | 
de gainſt any one Doctrine of Religion. | 
th Ie therefore you was to come (as I ſuppoſed) | 
t, Wl from ſome Corner. of the World, where you had been 
id I ved to live and judge by the Rules of Religion, and 
to upon your Arrival here, had been told what Paint 
id g and the Hage was; as you would not expect 
aide fee Perſons of religious Humility carrying their 
Daughters to Paint- hops, or inviting their pious 
id Ml euds to go along with them, ſo much leſs would | 
be <xpect to hear, that devout, pious and modeſt | | 
o- emen carried their Daughters, and invited their | 
ttuous Friends to meet them at the Play. Leaſt of 
of Ml #! could you imagine, that there were any People 
73 I {7 and devent to indulge the Vanity of Paint- 
re, , and yet not devour or pious enough to abbor 


n- D | _ the 


puted to any Swreneſs of Jemper, religious Heak: 
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the Immodeſty, Prophaneſs, Ribbaldry, Immorali- 
ty, and Blaſphemy of the Stage. 

To proceed. A polite I riter (a) of a late Papet 
thought he had ſufficiently ridiculed a certain Lady's 
Pretenſion to Piety, when ſpeaking of her Cloſes, he 


fays, 
y Together ly her Prayer -book and Paint, 


At once & improve the Sinner and the Saint. 


Now whence comes it that this Writer judges 
ſo rightly, and ſpeaks the Truth ſo plainly in the 
Matter of Painting © Whence comes it that the Ge- 
nerality of his Readers think his Obſervation juſt, 
and join with him in it? It is becauſe Painting is 


not yet an acknowledged Practice, but is for the, 


moſt Part reckcned a ſhameful Inſtance of Vanity. 
Now as ve are not prejudiced in Favour of this 
Practice, and have no Excuſes to make for our ow 
Share in it, ſo we judge of it impartially, and imme- 
diately perceive its Contrariety to a religious Temper 
and State of Mind. This Writer ſaw this in fo ſtrong 
a Light, that he does nor ſcruple to ſuppoſe, that 


Paint is as natural and proper a Means to improve 
the Sinner, as the Prayer-book is to improve the 


Sint. _ | 80 
J ſhould therefore hope, that it need not be im- 


neſs or Duineſs of Spirits, it a Clergyman ſhould 
imagine, that the Prophaneſs, Debauehery, Lewd- 
neſs, and Blaſphemy of the Stage, is as natural a 


Means to improve the Sinner, as a Bottle of Paint; i 


or if he ſhould venture to ſhew, that the Church and 
the Play-bonſe are as ridiculous a Contradiction, and 
IF | do 
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. 
do no more ſuit with the ſame Perſon, than the 

Prayer-book and Paint. 

Again, SupPOSEH you were told that the holy 
Angels delight in the Repentance and Devotion of 
Coriſtians, that they attend at God's Altar, and re- 
joice in the Prayers and Praiſes, which are there of- 
fer d unto God; I imagine you could eaſily believe 


i:. you could think it very agreeable to the Nature 


of ſuch good Beings, to ſee fallen Spirits returning 


6 
c unto God. Suppoſe you were told alſo, that theſe 


fame heavenly Bzings delighted to be with Men in 
5 their Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and Debaucheries, 
and were as much pleaſed with their Vices and Cor- 
i, WM ruptions. as with their Devotions, you would know, 
y. chat both theſe Accounts could not poſſibly be true; 
15 you could no more doubt iq your Mind, whether 
il Will . that delight in he Converſion and De- 
e- votion of Chriſtians, do alſo delight in their Vices 
er and Follies, than you can doubt, whether the ſame 
2 WM Parſon can be alive and dead at the ſame Time. 
at WW You would be ſure, that in Proportion as they de- 
ve i lighted in the Piety and Holineſs of Men, they muſt 
ne neceffarily in the fame Degree abhor and dillike their 
Nees and Corruptions. So that, ſuppoſing the Mat- 
nter of our Church Service, the Excellency of its De- 
&- WW votions, its heavenly Petitions, its lofty Hymns, its 
d folemn Praiſes of the moſt High God, be ſuch a glo- 
d- nous Service as invites and procures the Attendance 
a that bleſſed Quire; if this be true, I ſuppoſe you 
ure as certain as you can be of the plaineſt Truth, 
that the Filthineſs, the Rant, Ribbaldry, Propha- 
neſs, and Impiety of the Stage, muſt be the Hatred 
and Averſion of thoſe good Spirits. You are ſure, 
Wat it is as impoſſible for * to bekold the Stage 


2 with 
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with Pleaſure, as to look upon the Holy. Altar with A 
Abhorrence. | 8 „ 
Cons ip ER a While on this Matter, and think 
how it can be lawful for you to go to a Place, where MW m 
if a good Angel was to look with Pleaſure, it would I th 
ceaſe to be good? For as that which makes Angels 0 
good, is the ſame right Temper which makes you fa 
good, ſo the ſame Tempers which would render WI jr 
Angels evil, muſt alſo render you evil. You may 5. 
perhaps tell me, that you are not an Angel. I grant Ml m. 
it, neither are ycu Jeſus Chriſt, neither are you God, 
} yet you are called to be Holy as Jeſus Chriſt was 
ut Hoh, and to be Perfect as your Father which is in 
Heaven is Perfect. Though you are not an Angel, 
yet it is Part of your glorious Hope, that you ſhall 

q be as the Angels of G, ſo that as you are capable 
1 of their Happineſs, y muſt think your ſelf obliged 
. to be as like mem in your Temper, as the Infirmity 
Wile - of your preſent State will permit. It Angels are to 
if rejoice in ſinging the Praiſes of God, though their 
4 Joy may exceed yours, yet you are as much obliged 
to your Degree of Joy in this Duty, as they are. 
Angels by the Light and Strength ot their Nature, 
may abhor all Manner of Sin with ſtronger Averſion, 
a higher Degree of Abhorrence, yet you are as much 
obliged to abhor all Manner of Sin, as they are. 80 
that ic 15 no more lawiul for you to delight in impure, 
prophane Diverſions, which good Angels abhor, than 
it is la wiul fer you to hate thoſe Praiſes and Adora- 
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$1015 which are their Delight. TY 
You ars to confider alſo, that theſe contradictory 
Terpers are no more poſſible in the ſame Men, than 
in the jame Angels; tis no more poſſible for your 
Heart truly ta delight in the Service of the Church, 
to be ia Earneſt in all its Devotions, and at the 1 
1 e 
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flight in-the Entertainment of the Slugs, chan itid 
poſſible for an Ange! to delight in them bob. 
You may fanſy that you reliſh theſe Entertain 
ments, and at the ſame Time reliſh and delight in 
the Service of God, and are very hearty in your De- 
yotions ;- you may fanſy this, as cruel Men may 
ſanſy themſelves to be merciful, che covetous and 
proud may fanſy themſelves to be bumble and hea uan- 
V minded; but then take Notice, that it is all but 
mere Fancy: For it is as impoſſible to be really de- 
yout with your Reaſon and Underſtanding, and at 
the ſame delight in the Entertainment of the 2 
25 tis impoſſible to be really charitable, and de- 
lighting in Malice at the fame Time. There is in- 
deed a Falſeneſs in our Hearts, a Mechaniſm in our 
Conſtitution, which will deceive thoſe, who do not 
conſtantly ſuſpeci themſelves. There are Forms of 
Devotion, little Rules of Religion, which are fixed 
in us by Education, which we can no more part with; 
than w2 can part with any other Cuſtoms, which 
we have long uſed. Now this makes many People 
think themſelves mighty pious, becauſe they find it is 
not in their Nature to forbear or negle& ſuch and fuch 
Forms of Piety ; they fanſy that Religion muſt havo 
Ks Seat in their Heart, becauſe their Heart is fo 
unalterable in certain Rules of Religion. Thus a 
Ferſon is exact in his Times of Prayer, will perhaps 
think himſelf much injured, if you was to tell him 
that ir is his Want of Piety, that makes him reliſh 


che Diverſion of the Stage: His Heart immediate» 


ly juſtifies him againſt ſuch an Accuſation, and tells 
him how conſtant he is in his Devotions ; whereas 
I very poſſible, that he may have but little move 
Ficty, than what conſiſts in ſome Rules and Forms, 
ad that his Conſtancy to ſuch Rules, may be o- 


ing 


5 . 3 
ing to the ſame Cauſe, which Co others conſtant- 
ly /ieepy at ſuch an Hour, that is, the mere Mech. 
niſm ot his Conſtitution, and the Force of Cuſtom, 
This is the State of Numbers of People, otherwiſe it 
would not be ſo common, to ſee the — People con- 

ſtant and unalterable in ſome Rules of Religion, and 

as conſtant and unalterable in Pride, Paſſion, and 
6 | e 
Again, THERE are many other Inſtances of x 
ſalle Fiery : Some People feel themſelves capable of 
religious Ferveurs, they have their Paſſions frequently 
affected with religious Subjects, who from thence 
imagine, that their Hearts is in a true State of Re- 
ligion. But ſuch a Concluſion is very deceitful, 
For the mere Mechaniſm and natural Temper of our 
Mk Bodies, and our preſent Condition, may be the chief 
KH Foundation of all this. Thus a Lady may find her- 
BY: | ſelf, as ſhe thinks, warm in her Devotions, and 
. praiſe God at Church with a Senſe of Joy; ſhe thinks 
J the is very good, becauſe ſhe finds herſelt thus 4 
| fected and pleaſed with the Serviee of the Church; 
whereas it may be, the very Reaſon why ſhe is more 
than ordinarily devout, and thinks it a Pleaſure to 
| praiſe God, is, becauſe ſhe is going to a Bal, or a 
Play, as ſoon as Divice Service is over. This agree- 
able Expectation has fo put her Spirits in Order, that 
ſhe can be very thantful to God all the Time ſhe 
iF is at Church. 1 
is  AxoTtHEx has been pleaſed with the Compli- 
4 ments paid to her Perſon, ſhe finds herſelf very fine- | 
ly areſs'd, ſhe is full of Joy under ſuch Thoughts, and 
ſo can eaſily break out into Fer ours of Devotion, 
and rejoice in God at a Time, when ſhe can rejoice 
in any Thing. Theſe frequent Starts of Devotion 
makes her think herſelf to be far advanced in Y 
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5 
and ſhe does not perceive that the 
Lotion is owing to the Height of her Vanity 


Let 


her but be leſs pleaſed with herſelf, let her be Anre- 
garded, undreſſed, without ſuch pleafing Reflections, 
and ſhe will find herſelt ſunk into a firange Dulneſs. 


towards Devotion. 1112 | 


THz ſame Temper is very 


lay or do; you muſt not imagine*t 
Friendſhip for you, than when he ſaw you laſt, and 


hardly took any Notice of you: The Matter is only. 
or 


this, the Man is in a State of Foy at ſ. 


other, he is pleaſed with himſelf, and fo is eaſily 
pleaſed with you, ſtay: but till this. Flow of Spirits 
no more Affection 
than he us d to do. This is the Religion of Numbers 
of People; they are devout by Fits and Starts, in. 
the ſame Manner as they are pleaſed by Fits and 
Karts, and their Devotion at thoſe very Times is no 
more a Sign of true Piety, than the Civility and 
Compliments of a Perſon everjoyed, are Signs of true 
Friendſhip. But ſtill theſe little Flaſhes of Devo- 
tion make People think themſelves in a State of Re- 


Tax x another Inſtance of a falſe Piety ofanother 
lind: Funius has been orthodox in his Faith, a, 
Lover of Churchmen, a Hater of Hereticks, theſe 
ſeveral Years ; he. is the firſt that is ſorry for a dan- 


is gone off, and he will ſhew you 


gerous Book that is come out, he is amazed what 


keople would be at by ſuch Writings, but thanks 
God there is Learning enough in the World to 


confute them; he reads all the Confutat ions of A. 


eight of her De | 


frequent in common 
Life ; you meet a Perſon who is very fond of yon, 
full ot Affection, and pleaſed with every Thing yon 
hat he has more 


theits, Deiſts, and Heretic is, there is only one ſort 
®% Books, for which Junius has no Taſte, and that 
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not for his Taſte, he docmot underſtand their ns 

Tr another Perſon was to ſay ſo much, it would 
be imputed to his Want of Picty ; but becauſe Ju- 
mus is known to be an Enemy to Irreligion; becanſe 
he is conſtantly at Church, you — — him to be 
a pious Man, though he chus confeſſes that he wants 
the Spirit of Piety. It is in the ſame Manner that 
Imius deceives himſelf, his Heart permits him to 
negle& Books of Devotion, 9 his Heart i; 
conſtant! 45 ſhewing him his Zeal for Religion, and 
Honour ok Church; this makes him no more 
ſaſpe&'himfelf to want any Degrees of Piety, than 
he fufpects himſelf to be a Favourer of Hay If 
he never thinks any ill of himſelf, if he never ſuſ⸗- 
pects any Falſenels in his own Heart, if he is pteju- 
dice& in favour of all his ow]n Ways, it is beeauſe 


lie is prejudiced in favour of afl ort hoh Alen. 


anus reads much Controverſy, yet he does not rake 
It ill, that you pretend to inform him in Matters of 

mrroverſy ; ; on'the contraty, he never reads Books 
of Devotion, yet is angry if you pretend to corteck 
him in Matters of that kind. You: may ſu 
him miſtaken in ſomething that he is always ſtudy- 

ing, and he will be thankful to you for ſetting him 
right; but if you ſuppoſe him miſtaken' in Things 
that he never applies himſelf to, if you ſuppoſe that 
any Body knows what Hemility, Heavenly-minded- 
neſs, Devotion, Self-denial, Mortification, - Repen- 
tauce, Charity, or the Love of God is, better than 
he, you provoke his 'Temper} and he won't ſuffer 
Feel to be informed by you: Great © Natmbers of 
People are like Funius in this Reſpect, they think 
they are 122 liſtening to Inſtruction up- 
o certain s, by reading cerFaitt 888 and be- 
2 N ing 


„ 1 
ing ready to receive farther Light, whO yet can, 
bear to be inſtructed im Marters whete they are moſt 
likely to be deceived, and were the Decor is of the 
utmoſt Danger. They will be thankful for your te l- 
ing them the particular Times in which the Goſpels 
were writ, for explaining the Word Puroclydon, or 
Anathema Maranatha, they will be glad of ſuch 
uſeful Inſtruction, but if you touch upon ſuch Sub- 
jects as really concern them in a high' Degree, ſuch as 
try the State and Way of their Lives, \ theſe religious 
People, who are ſo fond of religious Truths, can- 
noc bear to be thus inſtructe d... 
War is the Reaſon that when we conſult 
Lawyers, it is not to hear Harangues upon the Lam, 
or its ſeyeral Courts ;/ it is not to hear the Variety 
of Caſes that concern other People, but it is to be 
inſtructed and aſſiſtod in our EST Why do we 
[8 thank them- for dealing impartially- with us, for 
ſearching and examining into the true State of quit 
Caſe, and informing us of every Thing that concerns 
vs? What is the Reaſon that we apply to Phyfiri- 
aus, not to hear the Riſe and Progreſs of Phyſick, 
g or-the Hiſtory of Diſputes amongſt them, not to 
hear of other People's Diſtempers, but to tell them 
our ow particurar State; and learn the Cure of our 
own Diſtempers? Why do we thank them for be- 
ing meely exact in ſearching us out, for examining 
Into cvery Part of our Lives, our Ways of eating, 
ymking, and ſleeping, and not ſuffering us to deceive 
our ſelves with wrong Opinions and Practices ? 
What is the Reaſon why we ad thus conſiſtently, 
and in the (ame Manner, in both theſe Inſtances? 
Now the only Reaſon is this, becauſe in both theſe 
Inſtances we are really in earneſt. When you are ici 
teſt in your Religion, you will act as ene 
Po and 
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ng el. at x 
and in the ſame Manner there. When you deſire 
| ſolid Piety, as you deſire ſound | Heaith, your chief 
Concern ill be about your ou Diſorders; you 
will thank Diwvines and Caſuifts for making you 
their chief Care, you will be glad to have them 
examine and ſearch into your Ways of Life, to be 
rightly informed of the Follies, Vanities, and Dan- 
gers, of your State. You will be glad to read thoſe 
Bocks, and conſult thoſe Caſuiſts, which are - moſt 
exact and faithful in d iſcovering your Faults, who 
queſtion and examine all your Ways, Who diſcover 
to you your ſecret Corrupt ions, and unſuſpected 
Follies, and who are beſt-able to give you the ſureſt 
Rules of arriving at Chriſtian Perfection; when you 
| are in earneſt in your Religion, you will as certain- 
* ly act in this Manner, as you act in the ſame Man- 
TH ner with the Lawyer or Phyfician. Take this alſo 


it for an undeniable Truth, that till you do act in this 
4 Manner, you are not in carneſt in your Religion, 
Ik᷑khis therefore is a good Rule to examine your (elf 
1 by. Do you find that you act in Religion 28 you 
Lf do in other Cafes, where you are in carneſt ? Arc 


you as ſuſpicious of your (elf, as fearful of Miſtake, 
as watchtul of Danger, as glad of A ſſiſtance, as 
deſirous of Succeſs, as in other Matters where your 
Life or Fortune are at ſtake, or where your Heart 
is engaged? Never imagine that your Religion is 
founded in & true Fear of God, and a hearty De- 
fire of Salvation, till you find your ſelf acting as you 
do in other Matters, where your Fears are great, | 
and your Deſires hearty. It you had rather read 
Bocks that entertain the Mind, than correct the 
Heart, it you had rather hear a Caſuiſt examine o- 
ther People's Lives, than your's, it you had rathet 
bear him talk of the Exc:llency and Wave ol 
8 N 


ate. 
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Religion, than be exact in 
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gets Extrlleney and 
Wiſdom of your Way of Liz? you, mhſt uke it fon 
granted, that you are no im earneſt: in: the: Refor- 
mation of your Life, and that there ate ſome: 
more rule and govern you, than: the Fear of God, | | 
and 4 Deſire. of Salvatien. To returu now to my. | 
Subject : % IH alimony bro | 
IMA D obſerved that People Who aft religious 
upon a true Principle, he are devant with their 1] 
Reaſon and Vuderſtanding, kannot poſſibly either 
rel; or allom the Entertainment of the Hage. 1 
obſerved that theſe contradictory Tempers, a De- 
light in the Offices and Divine Services of the 
Church, and a Delight in the Entertainments of the 
Stage, are no more poſſible to be in the fame good 
Men, than in the ſame good Angels. This made 
it neceſſary for me to ſtep a little aſide from my 4 
Subje&, to conſider ſome falſe Appearances of Reli- 
gion, which are chiefly founded in natural Temper, 
Cuſtom, Education, and the Way of the World; 
| which yet ſo far deceive People, as to make them 
tancy themſelyes in a State of Religion, while | 
they liveand act by another Spirit and Temper. 
Now Ih readily own, a Man may come up to | 
theſe Appearances of Religion, he may carry on a | 
Courſe of ſuch Piety as this, and yet reliſh the Diver- | 
hon of the Stage. It is no Contradiction for a Man 
to like to ſay his Prayers, to be often delighted with 
the Service of theChurch, to hear Sermons, to read 
Divinity, to deteſt, Hereticks,and yet find a conſtant 
Pleaſure in the vain Entertainments of the Hage. 
The World abounds with Inſtances of People who 
ſwear, drink and debauch,with all theſe Appearances 
A Religion, Now as we are ſure that where 
| * 1 
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1 
behefs Vril beg Pete fire olg en Sees; 
ant of Religion, fich is founded in 
elle than & true Fer f God 3; fo whereter wt fer 
ſober and regular People, Lovers cf the Cluurch, and 
Friends to Religion, taking the Pleaſine of the 
— —— res 
tive, and ſounded in ſomething that is weak, and 
falſe, and blind, that permits them to act ſo incon- 
ſiſtently.” For the r onihg'is full as ftrong in one 
Caſe as in the other Nom al L would not 
by what they feel, 
er think they fee! in rheir-own Minds, yer this we 
may depend upon, as. certain in our I that 
we never — or affett anything truly, but we late 
and avid all that is cmrary co ĩt in an equal De- 
gree. So char we may be aſſied, that all chat 
Love, or Zeal, or Affection, that we pretend | for 
avy thing, is but mere Pretence, and a hh, Mo- 
tion, unlels it appears by a zealous lively Abhorrence 
of every thing that is - contrayy to it. Upon chis 
Ground 1 agam affirm, chat it is impoſſchle for tru- 
ly religions People 20 bear the Entertainments of 
the Stage. For conſider only the Matter in this 
ſhort View. A truly religious Perſon. is to joue and 
. fear, and adore God, with all bis Heart and with all 
bis Sou}, and with all his Shrength ; naw I ask you, 
who it is that has this true Love of God > Is it 
he that delights in Prophanefs at all Nes 7 5 
is it he that can bear with Prophaneſs fometimes * 
Or is it he that abhors and avoids it at al Times and 
in all Places? Which of theic three hath a 
Right to be eſteemed a true Lover of God 7 Now 
he that goes to a Pia at any Time, though he = 
ſay that he does not delight in Prophatieſs, 
maſt tht he can eee as i ow Plat 
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rege For 7 People ſome kind 


bear wich F 


or other, is in moſt of our Plays, Umolt 'as com 


mon, as the Name of God in Scripture. But 1 
will ſuppoſe it were omly now and then, and that nb 
krophaneſs either of Thought or Expretion happen- 
ed above #wive or thrice in an Entertainment, yet 
wis is Prophaneſo, and he that can bear With 155 
much, that can eck the Entertainment as a 
muſt acknowledge, that though he does not delight in 
Prophaneſs as fuch, yet he can bear with Prophanels 
for the- Sake of other "Delights. Now as Bug 
has not he a truer Love of God whoſe P 3 
not ſuffer him to bear with Prophaneſs at any 

ot in any Place, or tor any Pleaſure ? Am Ia 
there fore fupported by plain Reaſon and common 
Senſe when'T affirm; that it is for Want of true Picty, 


cf the | 
You. e alſo dne ue higher Degree of Piety, is 
rquired to fill one With a conſtant Abhotrener of the 
$292, than ſuch a Picty, as implics an Abhorrence 
of Prophaneſs at al Times, and in al Places. 
Wr N you are thus pious, when you thus love 
Cod, you will have a Picty, a Love of God that 
will not ſuffer you to be at an Entertainment that 
tas any Mixture of Prophaneſs. Now as there _ 
be this mianifeſt Deſect in true Piety, before you 
bear with the Prophanefs of th ge; ff 
ander every Ger Mite Fare e 
g "4igious Man, you will find, that there maſt be 
the ſame Deſect run the whole of it, before 
he can be fit for ſuch Diverfiunn. 
Tov tell me that on love the Church, and re- 


dor and then ge ben Play. Now oonfder what 
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is which theſe Words mean, If. you love and delight 
in the Service of the Church, then you love to be 
in a Hate of Devotion, you love to draw near to 
| God, you love to be made ſenſible of the Miſery, 
Cuilt, and Weight of Sin, you love to ab hor and. de- 
plore your Iniquities, and to lament the Miſery and 
wet of human Life; you love to hear the In- 
ſtructions of Divine Wiſdom, to raiſe your Soul un- 
to God, and ſing his Praiſes ; you love to be an 
your Knees praying againſt all the Vanities and Fol- 
lies of Life, and for all the Gifts and Graces of God's 

Holy Spirit. 5 | a Poon 2 3-3 | 
Now all this is implied in the true Love of 
Church-Service ; for unleſs you love it for - what it 
is, and becauſe you feel its Excellency, your Love 
is only a blind, mechanical Motion; but if you 
love it in Truth and Reality, if you are thus a& 
feed with it, becauſe all its Parts ſo highly ſuit 
the\ Condition of - human Nature, whilſt you arc 
thus diſpoſed, you can no more reliſh the wicked 
Spirit and fooliſh Temper of Stage-Entertainments, 
than ſincere, dying Penitents can delight in the Guilt 


of their Sins. 11170 TRE: 396: $7 
 N+ver imagine therefore, that you are ſincerc- 
ly affected with the Confeſſions of the Church, or 
that you arg truly glad for the Return of, thoſe 
Hours, which humble you in the Sight of God, ne- 
ver imagine that you truly, feel the Miſery and 
Weight of Sin, or ſincerely lament the Corruption of 
our Nature, whilſt you dare go to the Fountall- 
head of Corruption, the Place where Sin reigns, and i 


% 


exerciſes its higheſt Power. 


* . 


Nr imagine that you have the Spirit. of De- 
yotion, that your Heart is renewed with the Ho 
Ghoſt, that it truly xejoices in the Means of 91 


408390) 


and the Hope of Gloty ; never imagine that it is 


your Joy and Delight to worſhip God in the Beauty 


of Holineſs, to ſend up your Souls to him in Prayers 
and Praiſes, ſo long as the Way of the Stage; its 


impious Nonſenſe, vile Jeſts, prophane Paſſions, and 


lewd Speeches, are not your utter Abhorrence. For 
it is not more abſurd to believe, that 2 corrupt, Tree. 
may bring forth good Fruit, than to believe, that a 
pious Mind, truly devoted to God, ſhould taſte and 
reliſh the Entertainment of the Sage. For the Tafte 


and Reliſh of the Mind is a more certain, Sign of 


the State and Nature of the Mind, than the Quality 


of Fruit is a Sign of the State and Nature of Trees. 
H a Þ the impure Spirits; which asked our Bleſſed 


Saviour, to ſuffer them to enter into the Herd of 


Swine, ſaid at the {ame time, that it was their on- 
ly Delight and Joy to dwell in the Light and Splen- 
dor of God; no one could have believed them, any 
more than he could believe Light and Darkneſs to 
be the ſame Thing. 


Wu you have the Spirit of Chriſt, when you 
are devoted to God, when Purity, Holineſs, and 


perfection is your real Care, when you deſire to live 
in the Light of God's Holy Spirit, to act by his 


Motions, to riſe from Grace to Grace, till you are 


finiſhed in Glory, it will be as impoſſible for you, 


whilſt you continue ſo diſpoſed, either to ſeek or 
tear the Entertainment of the Stage, as it is impoſ- 
ible for pure and holy Spins to ask to enter into a 
Herd of Swine. If you want the Delight of fo cor- 
rupt an Entertainment, ſo contrary to the Spirit and 
Purity of Religion, you ought no more tò believe 
ycur ſelf, when you pretend to true Piety and Devo- , 
nen, than you ought to have believed thoſe impure 
Suri, if they had pretended. to have been Angelt 


of 


66 
of Light. Bes this is abfolarety! verrain, PATE 
you. ought carefully to conſider, that nothing ever 
C y Pleaſure, but what is ſuitable to the 
r 8⁰ 
chat if che C the Immorality; the 
Spirit and wanton Temper of the Stage-Entertain= 
ment can give you any Pleaſure, are as ſure 
that there is ſometbing like all theſe Vicas in. your 
F relates to 
a human 
Laftly, As k your ſelf, when you think dat you 
have a true Love tor Divine-Service, whether he is 
not a truer Lover of it, whoſe Soul is ſo faſhioned: 
to ir, fo deeply Hacked with it, thar he can delight 
in nothing that is contrary to it ; who can bear witlt 
5 that is made up of Speeches, Paſſi- 


es, and Songs ſo oppoſite to the Wil- 
* es, Inſtructions, and Hymns, of 
Divine-Service. This I believe, you cannot deny, 
and if this cannot be denied, then it muſt be oed 
as a certain Truth, that he who can bear air 
Sage-Emertainment, has this farther Defect; that 
he Wants che true Love of Divine-Service.. © '- 
A Gan, It is Part of a truly — to 
owe the Scriprure, and . dehight in reading them; 
you ſay this is your Temper, though you go tn 
Plays. I anſwer, that it is for want of a true Love 
and Delight in the Scriptures, that you are able to 
reliſh Plays. You may perhaps: fo love the _ 
tures, that you may "ink it your Duty to read 
them; and deſire to underſtand them. But wien 
you once ſo love the Scriptures, as to Jau to be 
— to deſire that the Spirit and Temper of 
Seripture, may be the ch Spirit and Temper of your 
Life: When, for Inſtance, yn" 


— 


Eye offend thee, pluck it out and caſt it from thee, 
When you are of the, ſame Mind with this Scrip- 
ture, be ſober, be wigilant, becauſe your Adwverſary © 
the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about ſeeking 
whom be may devour (a): ” VS Lag 
WHzn you are intent upon this Truth, For we 
| muft all appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chrift; 
that every one may receive the Things done in his 
Body (b). When this Text has taken Poſſeſſion of 
/ your Heart, Seeing then that all theſe Things muſt 
e difobved, what Manner of Perſons ought ye to be 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs (c 
Wurm you reſign up your whole Soul to this 
Exhortation, Take my Toke upon you, and learn of 
me for I am meek and lowly in Heart (d). When 
your Heart can truly bear you witneſs to this Do- 
{trine, that you put on the whole Armour of Chrift, 
that you may be able to fland, that you live by Faith 
and not by Sight, preſſing after the Prize of your 
high Calling. When you thus love and delight in 
the Scriptures, when you thus enter into its Spirit 
and 'Temper, when its Purity is your Purity, its 
Fears, and Hopes, and Joys, arc your Fears, and 
Hopes, and Joys, you will find your ſelf one of 
thoſe, who conſtantly and at all Times abominate 
the Foily, Impertinence and Prophaneſs of the Stage. 
Leer me deſire you, when you are dreſs'd for 
a Play, to read over our Saviour's Divine Sermon 
on the Mount before you go ; try whether your Soul 
is full of the Spirit that is there taught, examine 
whether you then feel in * Heart ſuch a Love of 


Strive to enter in at the firait Gate. If thy right 
t 


1 94 "os . RX. 4t 


(a) 1 Pet. ili. 8. (b) 2 Cor: F. 10. (e) 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
(4) Matth. Xi. 29. ö | | 
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Spirit, Bleſſed are th 


> STS 


Won] 15 
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Nr sebr 45 to love. thoſe To tions of. "Bieſſed: 

Bleſſed are the poor itt 


nels that. are there en 
" Mourn,' bleſſed are they 


that Hujger and Ap after Righteouſneſs. Do. 
you find your ſelf in theſe Heights of Holineſs * 8 

your Soul pans Purity 4 aud exalted according 
8 theſe "DotFrives 1 Gen you imagine, chat. you 
are conforming. your ſelf to thoſe Doctrines, that you 
depart from none of them, when you are pr paring 
your ſelf for a Pleaſure, which is the proper Pleaſure, 
of the molt corrupt and debauched Minds? 15 
Ted are the pure in Heart for they ſhall ſee God. 
Can you.think that you are rightly affected with this 


Doctrine, that you are labouring aſter this Purity, 


that you are preparing to ſee Gd, when you are 
gang. to an Entertainment, to which they ought on- 
y to go, who have no Tho ughts of ſeeing God, 
Pug any Dclires alter that Purity which Feber us 
1 
Lafth, Ax o THERA Virtue eſſential to Chriſtian 
'Holineſ is Chaftity, our Bleſſed Saviour has given us 
the Meaſure of this Virtue in theſe W ords. But I 
ſay unto you, That whoſoever looketh on a Moman to 
buſt after her, bath committed Adultery with ber al. 
ready in his Heart. We are ſure therefore: that this 
Virtue is not preferv'd, unleſs we keep our ſelves 


. clear. from all immodeſt Thoughts and impure Ima- 


ginations; we are ſure alſo that the Guilt of theſe 
15 like the Guilt of Adultery. This is the Do&rint 
of Chriſt. Look now into the Play-houſe, and think 


whether any Thing can be * d more contrary 


| to this Doctrine ? 


* i * 


Fo, not to conſider the mon 3 Leh and 


| Immodeſty of the Stage, take it in its heſt State, 


4 , 
* 


wnen ſome admir'd 7 ragedy is upon it. Are the 
extra- 


_ - 
{& * 


„ ee | 
extravagant, Paſ ons oi 2 28 nes 13 | 
Raving $ of inflam 4 Heroes, the tender Complaints, 
the mY and Torments of Love, and. groſs, Deſcrip- 
tions or Luſt ; are the indecent Agtions, the ameroug 
Tranſports, the wanton Addreſygithe Actors, which 
make ſo great a Part of the, ud {ghar and modeſt 
Tragedies, are theſc Taings an Entertainment con- 
ſiſtent with this Chriſtian D . Lou pared 
as well imagine, that Murder and ine are 

ſiſtent with Charity and Meckneſs. *F hope it will 
not now be ſaid, that I have ſpent. too much Time: 
upon this Subject. For tho theſe Things are 
generally look d upon as little, becauſe they are 
called Pleaſures and Diverſious, yet they may as 
juſtly be called Vices and Debaucheries ; they aff 

Religion, as Lies and Falſhood affect it, in the very 

ages and Eſſence, and render People as incapable 

of true Piety, as any of the groſſoſt Indulgencies 

of Senſuality and Intemperance. And perhaps it 

may be true, that more People are kept Strangers to 

the true Spirit of Religion, by what are called Plea- 

ſures, Diverſions, and Amuſements, than by confeſs'd 
Vices, or the Cares _ Buſineſs oi Life. I have 
now only one Thing to beg of the Reader, that he 

would not think it a 2 Anſwer to all this, to 

ſay in general, That it is 4 Doctrine too ftrict Abe? 

gd, but tftat he would conſider eyery Argument 

as it is in itſelf, not whether it be fixi& and rigid. 

but whether it be falſe Reaſoning, or more ſtrict and = 

rigid than the Doctrine of Scrigture-: It it preſcribes + 

2 Purity and Holineſs, which is not according to the 

Spirit and Temper of the Scriptures, let it be reject- 

cd, not as too ſtrict and rigid, but as a Species f 

falſe Worſhip,- as vain and ridiculous a3 1dolatey' | 
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But if what is here 1 be n conformable 
to the moſt plain DoAtines of Scripture, the ſaying 
chat it is too ſtrict and rigid, is of no more Weight 
againlt it, than if it was faid, that it was 0 rf 
Ir is not my Intention N trouble the e witk 
any particular Notions my own ; or to any 
e, Rules, or fanſy d Degrees of Perfe&iat 
upon any People. But in Canin againſt the Sag 
as I have done, I have no mote follow'd any pare 
cular Spirit or private Temper, or any more exccede 
the plain Doctrine of Scripture, than it I had de 
clared againſt Drunkenneſs and Debaucbery. Le . 
Man bur be ſo much a Chriſtian, as not to think 
too bigh a Degree of Perie&tion, or too ffrict and 
rigid to be in Earneſt in theſe two Petitions, Lea 

as not into Temptation, but deliver us from Hoi 
and he has Chriſtianity enough to perſuade him, tha 
it is neither too high a Perfection, nor too frit? and 
rigid, conſtantly: to declare againſt, 3 N 0 


avoid the Entertainment of the Stage. 
A a 
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